[Thoracic lymphatic system-principles, characteristics and advice for the practice].
The lymphatic system of the lungs is complex. To maintain an effective gas exchange there is a need for a dense lymphatic network. The alveolae have no lymphatic vessels. There is no segment-specific lymph drainage. For both lungs there are fixed bronchopulmonary lymph nodes but the number and size of the lymph nodes are variable. There are seven mediastinal lymph node chains that vary in extent, each of which acts as an independent functional unit. The accurate assessment of the nodal status needs a simple reproducible nodal map. The division into compartments or zones makes this easier. Mediastinal lymph node metastases without involvement of bronchopulmonary lymph nodes are possible. The development mechanism of this skip metastasizing is multifactorial.